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The Case for Career AND Technical Education

• Central Minnesota’s economy finally recovered this spring
• Employers were still posting historically large numbers of openings as of 2023

• Labor force growth over the next decade is projected to be similar 
to the growth we had in the 2010’s (+5.9%)

• College costs remain too high to use the experience as a career 
exploration activity

• Students gain the skills and experiences that allow them to earn 
higher wages

• Students overwhelmingly are interested in what people do on the 
job
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You are an influencer

•How are we framing 
career opportunities? 

•How do we think and 
talk about our 
communities?

Do we encourage 
deciding an education 
or a career path first?
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The Burden of Career Decision Making Has Moved…  
Younger
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Major Matters
New Research to Help Think Through the Value Proposition

• https://mn.gov/deed/newscenter/publications/trends/september-
2023/popular.jsp 
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• This article assesses postsecondary 
instructional program outcomes based 
on median wage and estimated net 
income, seven years post-graduation. 

• The article describes how students, 
parents/guardians, educators, career 
counselors and others can utilize data in 
an interactive tool developed by DEED’s 
Labor Market Information office to 
compare outcomes by instructional 
program.

https://mn.gov/deed/newscenter/publications/trends/september-2023/popular.jsp
https://mn.gov/deed/newscenter/publications/trends/september-2023/popular.jsp
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Pathways Lead to Jobs, Some Need College, Some Don’t 
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Brand New CTE Outcomes Tool!

11/22/24 12

https://mn.gov/deed/data/data-tools/cte-pathways/ 

https://mn.gov/deed/data/data-tools/cte-pathways/
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https://mn.gov/deed/data/data-tools/cte-pathways%20/
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CTE Doesn’t Just Happen

•Who is missing from these conversations at your local 
district?

• How can we ensure that everyone is on board, remember 
influencers are everywhere. 

• Do your students know what the value of high school is?
• Are we connecting the dots? 

• Ever heard of P2C?    p2c.org/

CTE can be bigger than a funding mechanism
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https://p2c.org/


Thank You!
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